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by the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH). 

o Inpatient Hospital - 
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maintaining a patent airway, and positive pressure ventilation may be required 
because of depressed spontaneous ventilation or drug-induced depression of 
neuromuscular function. Cardiovascular function may be impaired. 

 
NOTE: Because sedation is a continuum, it is not always possible to predict how 

an individual patient will respond. Hence, practitioners intending to 

produce a given level of sedation should be able to rescue patients 

whose level of sedation becomes deeper than initially intended. 

Individuals administering Moderate Sedation/Analgesia (“Conscious 

Sedation”) should be able to rescue patients who enter a state of Deep 

Sedation/Analgesia, while those administering Deep Sedation/Analgesia 

should be able to rescue patients who enter a state of General 

Anesthesia. 

Rescue of a patient from a deeper level of sedation than intended is an 

intervention by a practitioner proficient in airway management and 

advanced life support. The qualified practitioner corrects adverse 

physiologic consequences of the deeper-than-intended level of 

sedation (such as hypoventilation, hypoxia and hypotension) and 

returns the patient to the originally intended level of sedation. It is not 

appropriate to continue the procedure at an unintended level of 

sedation. 
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http://www.asahq.org/
http://www.aapd.org/
http://www.aaoms.org/
http://www.in.gov/


8 

http://www.iga.in.gov/

